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Investing in our region’s transportation system is critical to our economic prosperity.  With a 
gross regional product of $1 trillion, Southern California’s economy is the 15th largest in the 
world behind South Korea.  It is imperative that we protect and strengthen our assets, maximize 
our natural resources and invest in our region’s infrastructure to compete on a global scale in 
the 21st century.  Long term strategic investments in our region creates jobs and ensures our 
competitive future both nationally and internationally. 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA ECONOMY:

 X The region’s population is projected to increase by 4 million to 22 million by 2035

 X The region is projected to add 1.7 million jobs by 2035 totaling 9.4 million

 X The gross regional product of nearly $1 trillion places the region’s economy as the 15th 
largest in the world

 X Southern California’s top four industries are transportation dependent; trade, technology, 
tourism and entertainment 

 X The twin ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach together are investing over $ 6.0 billion in 
infrastructure projects over the next decade to compete in a 21st century global economy 

 X The region’s diversified industry base requires a multi-modal transportation approach

 X California’s unemployment rate was the second highest in the nation in 2010 and 2011

 X Southern California has nearly one million unemployed two and a half years after the 
recession technically ended

ECONOMIC ANALYSIS:

SCAG contracted four outside economic experts to review the draft 2012 – 2035 RTP/SCS and 
provide an independent economic analysis. The economic impact of the plan was calculated 
based on a leading economic-forecasting model that evaluates the economic impacts of 
transportation improvements called Regional Economic Models, Inc (REMI). 

 X The 25 year investment plan generates an average of 174,500 jobs per year from construction 
and operations expenditures

 X The improved transportation network will generate an additional 354,000 annual jobs through 
congestion relief, increased labor mobility and efficient movement of goods

 X Every $1 spent on infrastructure investments yields a return of $2.90 (see Figure 1) 

 X The projected cost per day/per capita is less than $2.00 (see Figure 2) 

 X The projected benefit per day/per capita exceeds $5.00 (see Figure 3)
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Cost Benefit Analysis
$2.90 return for every $1 spent
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