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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2018 

5:30 P.M. - 7:30 P.M.  I  THE CENTER CLUB  I  650 TOWN CENTER DR., COSTA MESA, CA. 
 

SPONSORED BY 

 

NOMINATION FORM 
 

Organization:  
 
Contact Name:     Email:         Phone: 
 
Address:  
 
Project Name:       
 
Date Project Began:      Date of Completion (if applicable):                                                                                 
      
PIO/Communication’s Officer:      Email: 
 
Social Media Handles: 
 
Six Award Categories (choose one): 
 

A. Program Award (select one of the following sub-categories):  1. Business Retention and Expansion  

         2. Real Estate Redevelopment and Reuse 

      3. Incorporating Innovative Technology 

      4. Sustainable and Green Development 

B. Public-Private Partnership Award 
   

C. Leadership Award for Public Service  
 

Not required, but for bonus point consideration, check here and attach a letter of support or recommendation from your local 
chamber of commerce or city business association.  Name of chamber/association:  

     
 
ENTRY SUBMISSION CHECKLIST: 
     Entry fee of $125 payable to OCBC 
     Submit entry and fee postmarked no later than September 7, 2018. 
     Mail to: OCBC, 2 Park Plaza, Suite 100, Irvine, CA 92614 
     OR apply online at www.ocbc.org/event/2018redcarpet/ 

  

https://www.ocbc.org/event/2018redcarpet/
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CATEGORY DESCRIPTIONS AND JUDGING CRITERIA 
 

PROGRAM AWARDS 
 
JUDGING CRITERIA: 
Program Awards recognize outstanding and innovative programs in economic and business development that retain or generate 
jobs and investment on an ongoing basis. Program Awards will be judged by the following criteria: 

• Extent of the economic impact on its community, such as an increase in the overall tax base, the creation of new jobs, 
or criteria relevant to the goals of the program. 

• Achievement of its stated objective with measurable results. 
• Development of strong relationships with relevant players and widespread support in the community. 
• Innovation, originality, and cost effectiveness. 
• Relevance and transferability of elements to other communities. 

 
CATEGORY DESCRIPTIONS: 
 
Business Retention and Expansion 
This award honors economic development initiatives that focus on retaining and growing existing businesses within 
communities and regions. Applicants should demonstrate extensive cross-community collaboration, and the ability to adapt and 
respond quickly to unforeseen events. 
 

CATEGORY EXAMPLES: 
2017 Winner - The City of Anaheim: Code Streamlining and Improvement Program  
In order to reduce the regulatory burden on existing and prospective throughout the city, the Anaheim Planning and 
Building Department evaluate and amend the Zoning Code on a continuous basis in response to market and business 
trends. Over the past five years, this program has implemented numerous zoning code amendments to relax 
development standards, create flexibility, provide clarity, and streamline the development process. 

 
2017 Honorable Mention - County of Orange: Orange County Information Technology Shared Services Initiative 
Through the OCIT shared Services initiative, the county is breaking down barriers by enabling IT staff to perform 
work for multiple departments resulting in reduced bureaucracy and increased efficiencies.  In 2016, 169 total 
projects (62 completed; 107 in progress) of which 100% were completed on time and within budget. Our Solutions 
Development team focuses on rapidly developing innovative software applications using best practices of the 
private industry to cut through bureaucracy, thus delivering efficient, easy-to-use digital services for the public 

 
Real Estate Redevelopment and Reuse  
This award recognizes innovative real estate development or reuse projects purpose-built or adaptively reused for the creation 
of jobs or for increasing the tax base. By demonstrating a measurable and quantitative impact on employment and the tax base, 
the winning project will also serve as catalysts for economic development in the area or region and will demonstrate innovative 
partnership approaches including public and private sectors. These efforts include, but are not limited to creation of workforce 
housing and retail development. 
 

CATEGORY EXAMPLES: 
2017 Winner - The City of Tustin: FLIGHT and Legacy Park 
An innovative office campus, FLIGHT, is the first office development project that delivers and innovative product and 
reflects the demands of the new workforce.  FLIGHT will foster approximately 4,500 employees working in 
groundbreaking fields including high tech and biotechnology.  Legacy Park will feature walking and biking trails, recreation 
areas and other amenities for FLIGHT employees.  
. 
 
2017 Honorable Mention - City of Garden Grove:  Wesley Village Project 
The City of Garden Grove Wesley Village Project transformed excess property into forty-seven multigenerational 
affordable housing units offering educational, health, and wellness resources to community members including 
leadership opportunities for children and homeless prevention services 
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Incorporating Innovative Technology 
This award acknowledges economic development strategies and programs that seek to enable communities, businesses and/or 
economic development organizations to better integrate innovative technology.  Strategies and programs may include elements 
of, but are not limited to, international strategies, the restructuring of economic development organizations, the use of the 
internet and technology for integrating globally, and assisting businesses to understand global sourcing and increase their 
global competitive position. 
 

CATEGORY EXAMPLES: 
2017 Winner - Port of Los Angeles: Trade Connect Program 
Trade Connect is a trade education program to assist regional businesses connect more conveniently to resources 
to assist them to expand and diversify into global markets. The Port of Los Angeles took the lead in planning and 
implementation is carried out in cooperation with The Port of Los Angeles, the U.S. Department of Commerce, the 
U.S. SBA, U.S. EXIM Bank, the District Export council of Southern California, California International Trade 
Development Centers, the LA Customs Brokers and Freight and the Bar Association International Section. 
 
2017 Winner - City of Garden Grove: Expanding Borders through International Trade 
The City of Garden Grove’s Expanding Border’s Initiative has cultivated economic development in the Garden Grove 
community to introduce businesses to the global market, offering international trade resources including workshops, 
trading seminars, and small business assistance loans. By partnering with federal, state, and non-governmental 
organizations, the initiative has impacted over 1,000 individuals from businesses in Garden Grove through workshops 
and events. 
 

 
 
Sustainable and Green Development 
This award recognizes programs that simultaneously target and create relationships between economic development and 
environmental sustainability. These efforts include, but are not limited to, programs which encourage energy efficiency and 
renewable energy, green buildings, materials and products, environmental technologies and industries, sustainable tourism, 
smart growth, green infrastructure, and green chemistry. 
 

CATEGORY EXAMPLES: 
2017 Winner - The Orange Coast College: Recycling Center  
The Orange Coast College Recycling program generates approximately $200,000 annually in profit from the collection 
of recyclables. These funds support extensive student programming throughout the Associated Student Body and have 
contributed to the construction of a campus children’s center, tutorial center, and athletics facilities. Furthermore, 
these funds support the operation of the school newspaper, scholarships, student life activities, and have supported 
“green initiatives” on campus. In addition, the Recycling Center supports local economic development by returning 
approximately $1 million annually to our local community for redemption of their recycled material. 

 
2017 Honorable Mention Orange County Sanitation District: Urban Runoff Diversion Program 
The Urban Runoff Diversion Program minimizes the amount of contaminants that reach the creeks, rivers, and 
beaches, and thus reduces harm to the environment and the public, while maintaining the high quality of OCSD’s 
primary function collection, treatment, and recycling of waste water. As a result Heal the Bay’s annual report card for 
beach quality detailed Orange County’s 97 percent of sites scored A and B grades.  In addition, the program helps 
maintain the coastline’s reputation as a desirable tourist destination. 

 

To submit a Program Award nomination, please complete the Project Description, beginning on page 6. 
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PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP AWARD 
 
JUDGING CRITERIA: 
This award recognizes outstanding and innovative development projects that have significantly enhanced the economic 
revitalizations of distressed communities. Winners represent efforts in which larger private contributions have been added to 
smaller, vital public commitments. Nominees should demonstrate: 
 

• The extent to which public and private sector participants have formed a true partnership or joint venture in planning, 
developing, and financing the project 

• Direct economic benefit to the community (such as jobs and tax base). Be sure to include metrics when demonstrating 
results. 

• Spin-off impact of the project 
• Creativity or innovation in packaging the project (e.g., land acquisitions, joint venture aspects and financing) 

 
CATEGORY EXAMPLES: 

2017 Winner – City of Irvine: Orange County Great Park Sports Park 
The City of Irvine and Five Point have partnered together to develop approximately 688 acres of the Orange County Great 
Park.  The 194 acre Sports Park is planned to include a dedicated softball complex with five fields, including a 
championship stadium and four batting cages; a baseball complex with seven baseball fields, also including a 
championship stadium and four batting cages; plus, four basketball courts, six more soccer fields and “flex fields” that can 
be used for soccer, rugby, cricket and lacrosse.  

 
2017 Honorable Mention –Santa Ana Unified School District: High School Inc. Academies Foundation   
High school Inc. Foundation is a partnership between Santa Ana Unified School District and Santa Ana Chamber of 
Commerce to promote college and career readiness to disadvantaged at-risk youth through project based instruction in 
industries ranging from culinary to global business and engineering. Since the foundation’s initiation the graduation rate 
has increased from 62.5% to 98.5% at Santa Ana Valley High School.  
  
 

Note that the Project Description section of the Entry Form is NOT required for this category. Please submit a profile of the 
partnership’s achievements. Profile must include: project name; location; the developer; the firm; complete information of the 
prime contact, the chief executive officer and chief elected official of the city. Describe the project and its significance to the 
community. Include the types of projects (retail, industrial, office, etc.), its physical size and financing agreements. Specify the 
contributions of the nominee. 
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LEADERSHIP AWARD FOR PUBLIC SERVICE 
 
JUDGING CRITERIA: 
This award recognizes an elected or public official or entity who has served as a committed advocate for economic development 
in the public sector. Nominees must have demonstrated sustained and effective efforts to mobilize community groups and 
industry leaders in the development of programs and projects, played a key role in the planning and designing of new economic 
development activities, and displayed dedication and commitment to his/her constituency as a leader and advocate for 
economic development. 
 
CATEGORY EXAMPLES: 
2017 Winner Orange County Supervisor Lisa Bartlett 
Supervisor Bartlett currently serves as the Fifth District Supervisor for the County of Orange and Chairwoman of the Board of 
Supervisors. In her eight years on the council, the city revitalized its town center. Little progress was made on the harbor 
renovation plan, but it did clear a key hurdle: The state Coastal Commission approved the first phase in January 2015. 
Supervisor Bartlett strives for increased transparency and efficiency in every aspect of government. Her top priorities include 
regional mobility, public safety, water, healthcare and spending our tax dollars wisely. 
 
 
2016 Winner - CA 45th Congressional District: Congresswoman Mimi Walters 
From her time as a small business owner to her leadership in Sacramento and Washington D.C., Congresswoman Walters has 
been a tireless champion of the biotech industry. She’s strengthened the state’s business climate. She’s fought to protect the 
continued research and discovery of new cures. She’s supported international intellectual property laws that are the lifeblood of 
our industry. Through all of these actions, Congresswoman Walters has helped California’s innovative biotech companies thrive. 
It is an honor to join with the Orange County Business Council and America’s leading biopharmaceutical companies to present 
Congresswoman Mimi Walters the 2016 Leadership Award for Public Service.  CLICK HERE to view all the great nominees. 
 
 
Note that the Project Description section of the Entry Form is NOT required for this category. Please submit a profile of the 
nominee’s achievements. Candidates must provide a profile of their professional achievements in economic development. 
Nominations must not exceed five typed double-spaced pages; letters of endorsement should be no more than two pages and 
must be submitted in conjunction with the application.  
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION FOR PROGRAM AWARD NOMINATIONS 
THIS SECTION IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE AN OVERVIEW OF THE PROJECT. PLEASE KEEP ANSWERS TO EACH QUESTION UNDER 200 WORDS.  

YOU MAY EXPAND ON THIS INFORMATION IN A SEPARATE PROFILE OF NO MORE THAN 3 PAGES, DOUBLE-SPACED.  
DO NOT FILL OUT THIS SECTION IF YOU ARE SUBMITTING A NOMINATION FOR A PARTNERSHIP AWARD OR LEADERSHIP AWARD. 

 
 
1. Please provide a brief description of the project. 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. What is the goal or purpose of the project? 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
3. Who are the participants in the project? Who was involved in planning/implementation/funding/lending? Do you have any 

coalition partners in the project? Are there any other partners that you would like to highlight? Who is affected? 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



7 

 

4. What has been the impact of the project? How effective has it been in furthering economic development in your 
community? Identify any tangible and/or intangible results and value added. Be sure to include metrics in your description 
of the results. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
5. Is this project replicable or transferable? Can it be adapted for use in other communities? What lessons have been learned? 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
     
6. In what ways is this project innovative or creative? 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
7. Are there any other relevant details not covered above or specific to your category? 

 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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